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The Cherry Orchard

By Anton Chekhov

Adapted and directed by Bart Lee

“One of the most innovative, audacious companies

working in contemporary English theatre”

The Stage

Dear theatre-goer,

A brand new version of Chekhov’s greatest play comes to the stage this month, as nationally-acclaimed Blackeyed Theatre present The Cherry Orchard. This new adaptation, written and directed by Bart Lee, offers modern audiences a fresh take on Chekhov’s classic, combining tragedy and farce, serious drama and vaudeville, to create a piece of theatre that will ask questions and linger long in the memory. 

“As in London nearly half a century ago I was moved to tears...and I was not alone in the Queen's Hall. There was before vociferous applause that greatest of all theatrical tributes...an extended moment of total silence. It was a remarkable evening.”

Hexham Courant (Oh What A Lovely War)
It is a cornerstone of 20th century theatre and the greatest play by one of the most significant writers of his generation. And in this brand new adaptation, The Cherry Orchard returns to its comedic roots, bringing all of its colour, energy and vision to life. Yet wherever there’s comedy, there’s tragedy too!

All is not well in the world of Lyuba Ranyevskaya. She’s losing her home and beloved cherry orchard forever. She’s so poor she has to borrow money off the servant. All her brother can do is talk about billiards. And all the footman can do is talk about pickled cucumbers. But set against larger-than-life characters, wonderful live music and Chekhov’s dazzling dialogue are the painful emotions of a family forced to move on from their ancestral home in a society that’s changing forever.
“Quite why Steven Berkoff’s version of Oedipus has not been performed since it was first published in 2000 is maybe that it was just waiting for Blackeyed Theatre to do it full justice. It has been worth the wait”

The Stage
Following the huge success of Oh What A Lovely War, nationally-acclaimed company, Blackeyed Theatre, brings to the stage an inspiring production of Chekhov’s masterpiece. Exuberant, hilarious and ultimately very touching. Don’t miss it!
Find out more about Blackeyed Theatre at www.blackeyedtheatre.co.uk.
With best wishes,
